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<Press release>
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This exhibition will feature approximately 160 pieces by Shinji Suzuki, including 75
Shino plates and small bowls, 40 sake cups, 15 teacups and coffee cups, 10 tea
bowls, and 20 objects.

Although Suzuki's unique appearance is so far removed from the image of a potter
that it is hard to forget him once you meet him, he is surprisingly serious about
getting to the heart of Shino, and continues to present the appeal of Shino from
various angles.  This is exactly what we mean when we say that we are "thrilled
by the work. Suzuki's works, which are not bound by the unspoken rules of Shino,
have such appeal.

For more than 20 years, Suzuki has been presenting a variety of Shino works from
a small gas kiln he built himself. In 2020, he completed a single-chamber wood-
fired kiln without using bricks, mixing 22 light truckloads of clay with straw and
making 2,000 pieces of clay from scratch by hand.

Despite the unimaginable amount of work involved, Suzuki built his kiln without
using bricks because he was particular about the temperature of the kiln.

Since bricks are fired once, they are easily affected by the outside air and cool
down quickly. On the other hand, the outer wall of a lump of clay remains raw even
though the part in direct contact with the kiln is fired, making it easy to maintain
kiln temperature and allowing Shino to be fired moist because the temperature
after firing cools down slowly.

The structure of the kiln is divided into two layers. The first layer is made of clay
without straw to make it stronger, and the second layer is made of straw and a
little air for the outer wall. However, the process of mixing the straw is not a simple
one. The straw is finally obtained after waiting for the rice harvest season, but
once it is harvested, it absorbs moisture and corrodes when it rains, so the work
must be done in one go from the day it is harvested until the next rain. In addition,
the soil freezes in the winter and is separated into ice, water, and fibers, so the
work had to be completed before the winter.

Although Suzuki has completed the wood-fired kiln with extraordinary effort, not all
of his works are made in the kiln.

If the work is put in the kiln without a sheath, it is more difficult to melt the
feldspar because the difference between the solubility of the ash and that of the
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feldspar may cause the feldspar to dissolve more slowly than expected. Also, it is
said that the recently announced Red Shino can definitely produce more vivid
colors in a wood-fired kiln.

On the other hand, Suzuki's masterpiece, a cloud-like object made of feldspar, can
only be made in a gas kiln because the feldspar will explode.

Suzuki uses different kilns for different materials and firing methods for each
piece.

When | was young, | was often told, "Shino must be firing for 100 hours," but no
one could explain exactly why 100 hours. | was laughed, "You could make one
good Shino for the rest of your life, and when you are 70-80 years old, you will be
lucky if you make even one good one" But he thought that is no way to make
something good for the rest of one's life. Suzuki thought so and conducted various
tests for 8 hours, 12 hours, 24 hours, 36 hours, 100 hours, and 200 hours to find
the best firing time with his own raw materials and in his own kiln.

Suzuki is also particular about feldspar, which plays an important role in Shino.
Most of the feldspar sold in general is of the same composition but is of foreign
origin, and most of it has rounded corners due to being rubbed together in mass
production.

Suzuki crushes feldspar from Otsu City, Shiga Prefecture, which is now closed to
the public, with a millstone and uses feldspar grains with sharp edges. This
creates a time lag between the corners during firing, which allows the glaze to melt
slowly and bring out a unique, dull sheen.

"I'think it is okay to express Shino from various angles.

| don't want to be obsessive about things like, "The under glaze iron painting is
good, but the over glaze painting is not," or, "You can't use this to bring out this
color. Even my Purple shino was a work that | had always thought was a failure,
but it was expanded by a comment from one of my seniors. So | would like to
express the charm of Shino as | see it from various angles and by taking a step
back. "
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"I'hope that people will come and see my works in real life, and feel the charm that
cannot be expressed in two dimensions."
Suzuki said enthusiastically.

We hope you will enjoy Suzuki's works, which are full of individuality and not bound
by tradition.

Artist

Shinji Suzuki

1976 Born in Gifu City, Gifu Prefecture

2000 Completed Tajimi City Ceramic Design Institute

2002 Built a kiln in Tajimi City

2007 First solo exhibition at Kuroda Toen (Ginza '09-'21)

2009 Solo Exhibition (Contemporary Ceramics Salon Tosei, Daimaru Shinsaibashi/Osaka '10,
'12,'14,'16, '18)

2012 Solo exhibition at Matsuzakaya Nagoya '14, '17

2018 Moved to Kani County

2020 Build anagama kiln with clay blocks

2021 "Shinji Suzuki Ceramic Exhibition -Arrow Standing on Stone-" (Matsuzakaya Nagoya)
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We would be very pleased if you could introduce us in your magazine or your
company.

If you have any questions about the publication or lending of photos, please
contact us at the following address.

yada@gallerytosei.com
Tel: +81 90-9884-1759
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