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Incense burner of overglazed in red with Japanese poem from Manyoshu H11.7cm x W10.6cm x D10.6cm
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Seito Tamura Solo Exhibition
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<Press release>
This exhibition is by Seito Tamura, an artist of Kutani brush-writing micro
calligraphy. About 50 pieces including incense burners, coffee cups, teacups, and

plates will be exhibited.

The first generation of Oda Seizan further developed the fine writing technique in
Kutani, which had been handed down in China and Kyoto, and began to write
waka poems inside of vessels. It requires a severe discipline beyond imagination to
write characters using only the naked eye and a brush, taking into consideration

the angle of the inside of the vessels and the optical illusion of the human eye.

Seito Tamura, the fourth generation, is the first woman to inherit the Kutani brush-
writing micro calligraphy, which has been passed down from generation to
generation in her family. However, Tamura did not take this tradition for granted.
She was always told by her father "No one knows if you can do this job if you are
told to take it over. The minimum requirement is that you decide for yourself," so
she never felt pressure to carry on the tradition. After watching his father silently
writing letters on vessels from morning to night, she could not help but yearn for
the glamorous world, and after graduating from college she moved to Tokyo to
work as a salesman.

However, at the age of 24, after settling down from her sales job, Tamura decided
that she wanted to "leave something tangible to the world" as her life's work, and

her father's figure came to her mind.

Since then,Tamura decided to pursue this path, but the road was not an easy one.
she had to memorize the waka poems to be written, calculate the size of the
characters to start with and the space between the differently balanced kanji and
hiragana, and write every single word without error, which was extremely difficult.
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He also had to study typefaces, the history of Kutani-ware and its production
methods, and deepen her understanding of classical literature and waka poetry in
order to incorporate meaning into her work. "Even now, | am not satisfied with my
work, but that is why | can continue. It's a family business, so | don't have the

option of quitting because it's not working out." Tamura says without hesitation.

The charm of the fourth generation Tamura lies not only in the inheritance of
tradition, but also in a style that achieves a harmony between tradition and

modernity that meets today's needs.

One of them is English-language works. The Japanese language, which can only
be developed vertically, has limitations on design, so she has greatly expanded the
range of her work by starting with English letter-works that can be developed
horizontally on a three-dimensional object.

The second is the degree of perfection of the work. In order to express delicate
shapes that cannot be expressed on the potter's wheel, she started the production
process from the molding stage, which had not been done in the past, and
challenged to create works in which the entire process, including painting, is done
consistently, further raising the degree of perfection of her works.

The third is a unique glaze developed by Tamura. she developed a glaze that looks
like Japanese paper when applied, based on her desire to "express the feeling of
arranging letters on Japanese paper. she wanted to create a work that could be
casually incorporated into everyday spaces by arranging letters as a design, while
using the same detailed traditional technique, rather than something as formal as
writing the Hyakunin Isshu in a huge pile. The Washi series, which will be exhibited

at this exhibition, has received a great response overseas as well.
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Tamura, who continues to take on such challenges, says that what she values
most is the balance of her work.

She said "l don't think people are familiar with vessels with letters on them
because they have a strong message. But when you are viewing cherry blossoms,
for example, you pick up a cup of sake, and as soon as you put it close to your
mouth, you see cherry blossoms painted on it and a waka poem. | would like to
create works that give people a sense of the special time and meaning that flows

from reading the words, not necessarily all of them, but in a balanced way"

This will be Tamura's first solo exhibition in Kyoto.

Many of the waka poems she usually writes every day are from the Heian period
(794-1192), and many of them are poems about the scenery of Kyoto. She said
she was honored to be able to hold a solo exhibition in the midst of such scenery,

and she was dancing in her heart as she worked on the pieces for this exhibition.

We hope you will enjoy Seito Tamura's traditional world that lives in the present

age.
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About the aritsit

1980 Born in Komatsu city, Ishikawa prefecture

2004 Graduated from the University of Tsukuba, International Comprehensive
Studies
Studied under Keisei Tamura

2007 Completed the practical training course at the Ishikawa Kutaniyaki
Technical Training Institute

2010 Open a studio in Komatsu City, Ishikawa Prefecture

Solo Exhibition

2011  “Seito Tamura exhibiton” Seibu Shibuya (Tokyo)
“Seito Tamura exhibition” Nagano Tokyu department store (Nagano)
2012 “100 stories - 100 Stories Floating in a Cup” Seibu Shibuya (Tokyo)
“Seito Tamura exhibition” Seibu Ikebukuro main store (Tokyo)
2013 “Seito Tamura exhibition” at Bunkindou art gallery (Gifu)
2014 “Seito Tamura exhibition” at Nihonbashi Mitsukoshi main store (Tokyo)
2015  “Seito Tamura exhibition” Mito Keisei department store
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“Kutani brush-writing micro calligraphy Seito Tamura
exhibition Contemporary ceramic salon Tosei (Osaka,17’)

Etc.

Group Exhibition

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

“Modern Artist Tea Bowl Special Collection” Mitsukoshi

Nihonbashi main department store (Tokyo, 12'13")

ART OSAKA 2012 (Osaka)

“Traditional Art and Craft from Kaga” Sara Japanese Pottery (NY, USA)
"Each own Lidded Pottery” Nihonbashi Takashimaya department store
(Tokyo)

“Colorful seasonal pottery Seito Tamura and Ayako Tamura two
person exhibition” Seibu Ikebukuro main department store (Tokyo)
“Traditional technigue and the beauty of innovation Kutani brush-

writing micro calligraphy 3rd Keisei Tamura” Seibu Shibuya departmnet

store (Tokyo)

“Gaiety pottery - by 6 females artist” Ginza Wako (Tokyo)
"120 years family traditonal Kutani brush writing micro calligraphy 3rd

Keisei- Tamura” at Sogo Chiba department store (Chiba)
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