Left: Wood Fired Square Vase W25.5 x D12.6 x H30.2cm  Right :Kiln Change Plate W38.8 x D20.3 x H3.3cm
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< Press release>

This is an exhibition by Nozomu Shinohara, an Shigaraki klin pottery artist.

This exhibition will feature about 80 items, including pots, flower vases, tea bowls
and plates.

Shinohara grew up in a big city, where you can reach the station in 20 steps, in an
environment that can be said nothing related to do with art. After graduating from
high school, Shinohara was wondering about what to do and Shigaraki Ceramic
Cultural Park opening festival which was broadcasted often caught his eyes. He
found himself heading to Shigaraki with the vague idea of “What ceramic is all
about”

It became the place, by chance, where he met Nobuo Furutani, who would become
his mentor latter. Shinohara said that Mr. Furutani told him, 19 years old-city boy
who didn't know anything, to the appeal of ceramics without hiding anything.
Shinohara was attracted by Mr. Furutani's straightforward personality and decided
to take the path of ceramic as his career.

“Shinohara said, “When | am creating works, | focus on making the most of the
charm of each clay”

In 2017, about 26 years after he started his career in ceramics, he traveled to the
United States to have further understanding of Shigaraki. By experiencing the local
clay and kilns, he pursued the meaning of making pottery in Shigaraki. In order to
tell the charm of Shigaraki, he knew he had to know about others. By going to the
U.S. and broadening his prospective, he was able to obtain the better
understanding of Shigaraki and able to inform the appeal of it more clearly.

In 2019, Shinohara was invited by Professor Mabuchi from Stanford University

whom he had met during his previous trip to the United States, to travel to the

United States again to conduct field research on American fire-wood kiln “train

kilns™ A train kiln is different from a conventional anagama in that the firing

chamber is separated from the work chamber and is built on a flat surface.

It is so called because it is shaped like a train. It is characterized of its air tightness

by closing the lid of damper which is featuring at the end of the kiln.

The flame flow from top to bottom, and back to forth lead to create scenery and

fire colors that cannot be expressed in a conventional anagama.

In 2021, after returning to Japan, Shinohara requested for the approval Shigaraki
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Ceramic Cultural Park to build a train kiln as a prefectural citizen's course, and
succeeded in reproducing the American wood-fired train kiln in Japan. Shinohara's
intention was not to put a superiority or inferiority between conventional anagama
and train kilns, but to reaffirm what can only be done in each kiln.

Shinohara said “My kiln is quite small and has poor combustion efficiency. But
because its size, there is a story and scenery”

Shinohara says that he is now able to predict the appearance of his works coming
out from the kiln with a bird's-eye view of the whole, based on the experience and
knowledge he has cultivated so far about the colors, textures, and Bidoro (vitrified
glass) work that he was able to express by chance when he was young.

Shinohara's ever-evolving anagama works, train kiln works, pulled-out blacks and
various other works will be exhibited. One of the highlights of the exhibition is his
most representative works pot, because it expresses all the colors that Shinohara
wanted to express with wooden firing. Please come and see the "present"” of
Shigaraki ware illuminated by the exhibition space created by Shinohara's works.

Nozomu Shinohara Biography
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1972 Born in Osaka

1991 Studied under Nobuo Furutani at Shigaraki

1998 Completed the Graze Course at Industrial Research Center of Shiga
Prefecture

1999 Independent at Kinose,Shigaraki , Koka city, Shiga Pre.Japan

2004 Established a new kiln in Iga,City, Mie Pre, Japan

2017 Visited HAYSTACK MOUNTAIN OF CRAFT(Deer Isle,ME, USA)
2021 Established "Train Kiln" in Shigaraki Ceramic Cultural Park.

Solo Exhibition

2020 Artglorieux Gallery Osaka (Osaka)

2019 Contemporary Ceramic Art Salon Tosei (Osaka)

2019 Workshop at Utah State University (Utah, USA)

2014 “Contemporary Tea Utensils de Avant-garde CHA KAl in New York” (New
York, New, USA)

2007 Solo exhibition at Ikebukuro Tobu (Tokyo)

2008 Contemporary Ceramic Art Salon Tosei (Osaka)

2004 Tobu Department Store Ikebukuro (Tokyo)

2002 Gallery Tosei (Kyoto)

2000 “Feast of Karatsu, Hagi and Shigaraki”, Kobe Hankyu Art Gallery, (Hyogo)

Award

2012 Received, “The 23rd Shumei Culture Foundation Prize”

2008 Selected for the 37th Japan Craft Exhibition, Kinki Branch (09" 10”)
2007 Designated by Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry as a traditional
craftsman of Shigaraki Ware

We would be very happy if you could introduce us in your magazine or in your
company.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us.
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Yuki Yada
SSS Bldg.1F 375 Ichinofunairicho,Nakagyouku,Kyoto,JP604-0924

yada@gallerytosei.com

Tel: 075-585-5696 Fax: 075-585-5695
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