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This exhibition will feature approximately 80 pieces by Hiroyumi Suzuki, including jars, vases,

<Press Release>

tea bowls, sake cups, and vessels.

Suzuki was first attracted to ceramics when he joined a pottery club as a student and decided
to pursue a career as a potter after graduation. However, his parents were vehemently
opposed, as they were expected their son who graduated of a prestigious four-year university
in Tokyo, would work for a well-known company. His parents imposed the condition, "If you are

willing to train abroad, we will accept it"

The choice of country was easy for Suzuki, who was interested in the Yi Dynasty and Ido tea
bowls. After graduation, he flew to Korea alone without any connections. While attending a
language school in Seoul, he visited galleries and tea ceremony utensil shops to find an
apprenticeship.

With a one-and-a-half-year visa limit, it was not an easy task to find an ideal training place.
However, a brother he met at his first apprenticeship introduced him to a teacher who
competed for first and second place in a wheel throwing competition in Korea. From there, he
began his intense training on the potter's wheel. Suzuki says, "Some things have changed, but
the way | pull on the wheel is almost the same as it was back then. "We started with a 5-
kilogram lump of clay and was told, 'First, make a pot,' and that continued until it weighed 20
kilograms. In Japan, we usually start with teacups and rice bowls, but it was interesting to start

with pots," Suzuki recalls.

Suzuki works in a wide variety of fields, including Mishima, kohiki, celadon, Shino, Iga,
Shigaraki, and Ameyu.

In Mishima, he uses not only his own carved wooden stamps, but also sweets molds used in
Korean tea ceremonies, so total 4 to 5 type of different stamp and molds are carefully pressed
onto the pieces. Recently, he has been trying to express Mishima in a new way, using not only

traditional round vessels but also ceramic box.
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Kohiki is not something that just gets dirty as it is used, but is made with the user in mind,

focusing on how beautifully the color changes over the course of use.

"What I'm particular about are things that are just there and you don't usually pay attention to
them, but when it's gone, you feel sad and wonder where it went. | want make something that

you never get tired of.

Suzuki aims to create vessels that blend into everyday life, but Shigaraki and Iga ware are the
exact opposite, he says. He expresses stresses that cannot be asserted in the Yi Dynasty style
with all his might in Shigaraki and Iga. His own wood-fired kiln is 5.5 meters long, considerably
larger than a typical wood-fired kiln, and the main firing takes four and a half or five days long.
We cannot take our eyes off his works, which honestly express the charm and pleasure of

Wood fired works which Suzuki understands only because of his deep knowledge of other
fields.

In this exhibition, we plan to display a variety of works that have not been exhibited before,
such as black Korai tea bowls, sake cups, tableware, and more.
We hope you will take this opportunity to enjoy Suzuki's works, which he creates with

conviction in each field.
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Artist

Hiroyumi Suzuki

1981 Born in Sendai City, Japan
2005 Trained in Mungyeong and Gyeongju, Korea
2009 Established his own studio in Shigaraki, Shiga
2010 First solo exhibition at Gallery Touen, Shigaraki <Shiga>
Solo exhibition at Ceramics Salon Tosei <Osaka> (and annually thereafter)
2011 Solo exhibition at Anagama Ceramic Gallery, <Tokyo> (and annually thereafter)
Solo exhibition at Sun Gallery Kae <Nagoya >.
2012 Solo exhibition at Nagoya Mitsukoshi Sakae Art Salon <Nagoya> (and every
other year thereafter)
2013 Solo Exhibition at Takashimaya Art Salon, Yokohama ('15) <Tokyo>
Solo Exhibition at Daimaru Kobe Art Gallery ('15) <Hyogo>
2016 Moved his studio to Iga
Solo exhibition at Kuroda Toen, Ginza, <Tokyo>
Solo Exhibition at Asuka Gallery, <Okayama>
Solo Exhibition at Bunkindo < Gifu>
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