#5810 25/ Oribe Flower Vase: H37 x W43 x D30 cm
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<Press release>
This exhibition will feature approximately 85 pieces of Oribe and other Mino ware
by Makoto Yamaguchi.

Yamaguchi who continues to develop his own unique world of Oribe, including
works with blue gradations on traditional Oribe and works with detailed Rimpa
paintings is extremely popular both in Japan and abroad.

The appeal of Yamaguchi's work may lie in his unique creativity, which he acquires
through traveling.

Since his predecessor was originally a potter rather than an artist, Yamaguchi says
that he has been working freely without the pressure of being compared to his
predecessor, but even so, his motto is, "If | feel anxious, go on a trip"

| can only do the same thing. There were times, he says, when he worried about
doing something newer. "But at times like that, | can't just sit still and do nothing.
That's when | go outside. | believe there is always stimulation to be gained by
doing so." Yamaguchi says.

Yamaguchi honestly expresses the scenery and scenes he finds beautiful trough
his travels in his works.

As an example, the Ofuke pouring vessel containing coins was inspired by the
coins seen in Rome that were thrown into the Trevi Fountain and the coins
dedicated to the rock where Gaius Julius Caesar was cremated.

He was also impressed by the Sagrada Familia in Spain and created a slender,
heavenly flower vase.

Furthermore, the bright blue color of Ofuke which are known as beautiful as the
crystal-clear sea and, also the insert color of Oribe express the color of the
Andaman Sea on Phi Phi Island, located in the southwestern part of Thailand.

| do not take pictures or write down scenes from my travels. | just feel them as
they are, honestly. Then, when he returns to Japan to create his works, the scenes
of that time naturally come to his mind. Yamaguchi says that all he has to do now
is to give form to them.
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Although there are many other works, such as Kiseto, Shino, and Ofuke,
Yamaguchi says that Oribe is the one allows him to express himself freely without
being bound by tradition.

Yamaguchi's beautifully gradated Oribe was originally inspired by the beauty of the
traditional Oribe's pool of glaze, which he wanted to express in his own unique
way.

He uses a wood-fired kiln, a Raku kiln, a kerosene kiln, a gas kiln, or an electric
kiln, depending on the work he is working on and the purpose of the kiln. Basically,
because radiant heat plays an important role in Oribe, an electric kiln is used to
apply three or four different Oribe glazes and fire them at 1230-1240 degrees
Celsius for 20 to 30 hours at a stretch. Oribe, whose color is vital, is never allowed
to be re-fired. 90% of the clay used is Mino clay and by mixing about 10% of Seto
clay, it becomes easier to tighten the firing of the work.

Also, the impetus for Rimpa Oribe which is indispensable when talking about
Yamaguchi came from a special exhibition in Kyoto commemorating the 400th
anniversary of the Rimpa. Painting is done at night. After dark, he concentrates on
painting all at once. It takes 6-7 hours for a tea bowl and 3 hours for a sake cup.
"I'm not good at drawing, it takes time, and those are hard to make." Yamaguchi
laughs. Such Rimpa Oribe will be exhibited in limited quantities at this exhibition.

Yamaguchi said "l am simply most happy when my work sells. | make things that |
think are simply cool, so | am happy that there are people who appreciate my work
and find value in it."

Even though Yamaguchi has become a successful artist attracting worldwide
attention, it is his natural way of lifestyle which stay the same that has produced a
number of works that continue to fascinate many people.
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Artist

Makoto Yamaguchi

1978 Born in Seto City, Aichi Prefecture
2000 Trained at a Ceramic factory
2004 Became independent in Seto, Aichi, Japan
Traveled around East Asia and Europe
2007 Selected, Tokai Traditional Craft Exhibition
Selected, Japan Traditional Crafts Exhibition
Selected, Seto City Art Exhibition
2008 Selected, Asahi Ceramic Art Exhibition, Japan
2009 Selected, Tokai Traditional Craft Exhibition
First solo exhibition at DO LIVIG ISSEIDO
2011 Group Exhibition at Maruzen Nagoya Sakae Store
Solo Exhibition at Sun Gallery Sumie
2012 Solo Exhibition at Daimaru Shinsaibashi Store ('13,'14,'15,'16,'17)
Solo Exhibition at Yamaso Art, Kyoto
Solo Exhibition at Mitsukoshi, Nagoya ('14,'16,'18,20)
Group Exhibition at Mitsukoshi, Fukuoka ('14,'17,'21)
2013 Solo Exhibition at Kuroda Toen, Ginza, Tokyo ('14,'15,'16,'17,'18,'19,'20,'21)
Solo Exhibition at Gallery Kenshin'an ('14,'15)
Group Exhibition at Matsuzakaya, Nagoya
Group Exhibition at Tamagawa Takashimaya Department Store
2014 Solo Exhibition at Ikebukuro Tobu Department Store
Solo Exhibition at Takashimaya Department Store, Kyoto
Group Exhibition at Hankyu Umeda Department Store ('16)
2015 Solo exhibition at Yokohama Takashimaya Department Store ('17,'19)
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Group exhibition at Kobe Daimaru
ART FAIR TOKYO
2015 Solo Exhibition at Gallery Bunkindo ('17,'19,21)
Solo Exhibition at Mitsukoshi Nihonbashi ('17,'19,'21)
2016 Group Exhibition at Daimaru Shinsaibashi ('17,'18)
Solo exhibition at Tobe Tobetomesa, Asakusa ('19,'21)
2017 Group Exhibition at Sogo Kobe
Group Exhibition at Atelier Hiro
2018 Solo Exhibition at Mitsukoshi, Fukuoka ('21)
Solo Exhibition at Hankyu Umeda ('20)
2019 Group Exhibition at Takashimaya, Kyoto
Solo Exhibition at Gallery Labo ('20,21)

We would be very pleased if you could introduce us in your magazine or your
company.

If you have any questions about the publication or lending of photos, please
contact us at the following address.

yada@gallerytosei.com
Tel: +81 90-9884-1759
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