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<Press Release>
This exhibition will feature approximately 15 landscape paintings by Akane Kondo
using cyanotype and 20 ceramic works.

Kondo, who had originally attracted attention for her ceramic works with beautiful
landscape paintings, says that after learning the cyanotype technique in a
workshop, she began to wonder if she could use this technique to express her own
landscape painting world.

Cyanotypes, which are still unfamiliar in Japan when written in katakana, are so-
called sunlight photographs. The procedure involves placing the subject on a piece
of paper coated with chemicals, exposing it to sunlight, and then washing off the
chemicals. The principle is that the areas exposed to ultraviolet light turn blue, and
the areas not exposed to ultraviolet light turn white. Using this principle, Kondo
draws the ideas that come to her on a transparent sheet using a black paint
marker. The areas painted with the marker are not exposed to ultraviolet light and
turn white, while other areas turn blue. Then, while adjusting the time of exposure
to sunlight, the artist creates the blue color that she desires. Of course, some
works are created the first time, while others repeat the process over and over
again. In this way, Kondo's works with beautiful contrasts of blue and white are
completed.

The photographs used as subjects were taken by Kondo herself.

The title "Life" is given to the work using photographs in this exhibition. This "Life"
represents the "lifestyle" of people. At first glance, what is shown in photographs of
cities may appear to be just a collection of buildings, but within those buildings are
the lives of people. The birds drawing against photographs of urban landscapes,
express that there is life struggling to survive even in the midst of ever-changing
people's lives and landscapes.

Another appeal of Kondo's work is its simplicity.
The depictions in both cyanotypes and pottery are easy to understand: birds
staring at us in boredom, high priests talking to each other, people rowing boats,
and so on. However, Kondo says that the ease of understanding includes a
humorous wit, and she hopes that people will enjoy discovering such aspects while
viewing the works.
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"When you put freedom on top of the basic foundation, instead of just doing things
freely, you can do anything," says Kondo. Kondo finds a point of harmony between
opposites, such as past and present, foundation and innovation, and creates a new
world from there. Perhaps that is why Kondo's work is fresh, yet evokes a sense of
nostalgia

Please enjoy the collage world of the past and present expressed by Kondo, who is
breaking new ground in landscape painting.

Artist

(Profile)

1969 Born in Kyoto

1992 Graduated from Kyoto Seika University, Faculty of Fine Arts, Department of
Ceramics

(Selected Solo and Group Exhibitions)
2012 "Beppu Craft, Akane Kondo Exhibition" Gallery Nishikawa, Kyoto,Japan
2014 "Akane Kondo Ceramics Exhibition" Gallery Nishikawa, Kyoto, Japan
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2015 "Akane Kondo Ceramics Exhibition" Gallery Tosei, Daimaru Shinsaibashi,
Tokyo,Japan

2016 "Two Ceramic Artists Exhibition" Art Salon ESPACE Kyoto, Daimaru Kyoto,
Kyoto, Japan

2017 "Someao Saibei - Two Artists Exhibition" Gallery Nishikawa, Kyoto, Japan
2018 "Two Ceramic Artists Exhibition" Art Salon ESPACE Kyoto, Daimaru Kyoto,
Kyoto, Japan

2019 "Akane Kondo Ceramics Exhibition" Gallery Nishikawa, Kyoto,Japan

2020 "Akane Kondo Ceramics Exhibition" Art Salon ESPACE Kyoto, Daimaru
Kyoto, Kyoto, Japan

We would be very pleased if you could introduce us in your magazine or your
company.

If you have any questions about the publication or lending of photos, please
contact us at the following address.

Yuki Yada
yada@gallerytosei.com
Tel: 075-585-5696 Fax: 075-585-5695
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