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<Press release>
This exhibition will feature about 40 pieces of vessels, objects, and sake cups by Mikiko

Tomita and Aya Murata.

Mikiko Tomita is highly acclaimed both in Japan and abroad for her geometric patterns that
seem to go on forever, and her life-like works reminiscent of insects and mushrooms. While all
of her works are decorative and richly decorated with gold, Tomita's outstanding color ability
gives them a wonderful sense of cohesion and elegance.

Tomita says that until now she has tended to focus on individual themes such as life, insects,
and religious decorations, but recently she has realized that the individual themes that have
inspired her in the past are all connected to the "universe. Tomita says that when she arrived
at the single theme of "the universe," her works became more coherent and complete than
ever before.

In this exhibition, the title of each work, like the preceding work "one flower opens with five
petals" has a strong message, and she hopes that viewers will deepen their understanding of
her work. We hope you will look forward to Tomita's work, which has reached one major

theme, the universe, and taken a new step forward.

Aya Murata has attracted much attention in Japan and abroad for her bold, life-like beauty of
form that seems ready to move, and her fine kneading technique.

The production process is very complicated: the parts used for the body of the work are fired
first, then the parts are assembled as if they were stabbed into a kenzan, and the firing
process is repeated. Murata's works are often colorful and vivid, yet they also have a sense of
strength and venom. This is because Murata recognizes that the poison is the one to bring the
life force. Mushrooms, frogs, and other vivid and beautiful things are all poisonous. But that
poison is strength and life force. Murata says that, compared to humans, this poison is
jealousy, ambition, and desire, which are generally considered ugly. But a person who is
completely devoid of such emotions would forget his or her ambition and become a boring
person. Murata says she hopes that viewers will sense in her works the life force that stretches

upward, transforming emotions that are considered ugly into energy.
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Although Tomita and Murata express themselves in very different ways, they share a common
theme and source of inspiration for their work. In addition to Tomita's and Murata's latest
works, the main attraction of this exhibition is the opportunity to perceive the similarities

between their works.

<Artist>

I\/Iilgio Tomita
1972 Born in Hirakata City, Osaka

1996 Graduated from Kyoto City University of Arts, Department of Crafts, Ceramics Course
Kyoto City University of Arts, Graduation Works Exhibition (Alumni Association Encouragement

Prize, Tomimoto Prize)

Solo Exhibition

1999 Gallery Maronie, Kyoto

2000 INAX Galleria Ceramica, Tokyo/Sapporo (Tokyo, Sapporo)
2002 Workshop IKUKO, Kurashiki, Japan

2013 Kurakudo Gallery, Kyoto, Japan

2016 Yuyusha Gallery, (Aichi) '07 '12 '13
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2017 Meguro Ceramic Museum, Mie '03 '06 '09 '11 '14
SHILVER SHELL (Tokyo) '07 '11 '13 '15

And many more

Group Exhibitions

2001 Galleria Ceramica 11 Artists Exhibition, World Tile Museum, Tokoname, Japan

2003 Flower of Contemporary Ceramics: Artists from Western Japan (The Museum of Ceramic
Art, Ibaraki)

2008 "Saint Sex Spirit: Seducing Crafts" (Shinjuku Takashimaya, Tokyo)

2009 "Takaramono for the Future" (Nihonbashi, Shinjuku, Osaka, Kyoto Takashimaya)

The Power of Decoration" (The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo, Crafts Gallery, Tokyo)
2010 "The 5th Paramita Ceramic Art Grand Prize Exhibition" (Paramita Museum/Mie)

Touch Fire: Contemporary Japanese Ceramics by Women Artists

(Smith College Museum/USA)

2015 "KOBE ART MARCHE" (Kobe Meriken Park Oriental)

SOFA CHICAGO (Smith College Museum/USA)

2018 Square Exhibition (Utsuwa Ikkaku/Kyoto Osaka Tokyo)

And many more

Collection

Ishikawa Kutani Technical Training Institute
Tokyo International Forum Art Shop

Smith College Museum /USA
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Aya Murata
1979 Born in Kyoto
1998 Graduated from Kyoto Municipal Douda High School of Arts and Crafts, Lacquerware

Department

2000 Graduated from Kyoto Art Junior College, Department of Ceramics

2004 Completed the Ceramic Molding Course at Kyoto Prefectural College of Ceramic
Technology

Solo Exhibitions
2004 Gallery Maronie Solo Exhibition (Kyoto) '05 "07 "13 "17
2011 New Taipei Municipal Yingge Ceramic Museum (Taiwan)
2012 SILVER SHELL (Tokyo)
2013 SAIHODO GALLERY (Tokyo)

DER-HORNG ART GALLERY (Taiwan)
2016 GALLERY KIKIKAN (Kyoto) 08

Group Exhibitions

2012 "Mystery! Fun! Gendai Togei: A Child's Guide to Ceramic Art" Ibaraki Prefectural
Museum of Ceramic Art, Ibaraki, Japan

2013 Special Exhibition "20 Years of Artist in Residence" The Museum of Ceramic Art, Shiga,
Japan

2014 "Contemporary Ceramic Phenomenon," The Museum of Ceramic Art, Ibaraki, Japan
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2013 "Interesting! Wonders! Wonder!" Four Emerging Ceramic Artists, Saibodo Gallery, Tokyo,
Japan "14 15 16 17

2017 "Object Exhibition," Yusai Museum, Tokyo

2018 TEO HUEY MIN, MURATA AYA Exhibition, Gallery ENTORREZ, Kobe, Japan

And many more

Collection

2009 KOREA CERAMIC FOUNDATION, Korea
2010 Tainan National University of the Arts, Taiwan
2011 New Taipei Yingge Ceramic Museum (Taipei)
2012 Shiga Ceramic Cultural Park, Shiga, Japan

We would be very pleased if you could introduce us in your magazine or your company.
If you have any questions about the publication or lending of photos, please contact us at the

following address.

Press Contact: Yoko Imanishi
imanishi@gallerytosei.com
Tel: 075-585-5696 Fax: 075-585-5695
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